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NECROLOGY. 



Edward McCrady, President of the South Carolina His- 
toritaJ i>oi-iety, died at his residence. No. 7 Water (Street, in 
the City of (.'harlestou, on Sunday morning, November 1, 
1!>03. He was born in Cluirleston, April 8, 1833, and was 
the isecoiid son of lion. Edward ileCrady (1802-1892) and 
Louisa Rebecca Lane, his wife; received his preparatory 
training at the school of Samuel Burns in Charleston 
and was graduated from the College of Charleston 
in 18o.'>; studied law in his father's office, was ad- 
nutted to the bar in Columbia in May, 1855, and 
immediately entered upon the practice of law with 
liis father. He took an active interest in the militia and in 
May, 1854, was elected major of the Bifle Battalion (Char- 
leston), South Carolina militia. The next year he wrote 
several articles on the necessity of militia reform, which led 
to his appointment on a commission, created under a reso- 
lution of the Oeneral Assembly of South Carolina in 1850, 
to examine the militia system of the State. In 1860, he re- 
signed his commission as major of the Rifle Battalion and 
accepted the captaincy of a company of guards. His active 
service in the State military establishment t)egan with the 
taking of Castle Pinckney (Charleston Hai'bor), December 
27. 1860, and ended with the surrender of Fort Sumter 
(Charleston Harbor), April 13, 1861. He entered the ser- 
vice of the Confederate States. June 27, 1861, as captain of 
the Irish Volunteers, of Charleston, — the first company to 
volunteer "for the war" — and was ordered to Virginia in 
July, 1861, and in August, following, joined the First 
(Grejrg's) Regiment, South Carolina Volunteers; was pro- 
moted major. December 14, 1861. and lieutenant-colonel. 
June 27, 1862. When the ereat battles around Richmond 
beiran, soon after. Col. McCradv was in Richmond, sick in 
bed, but he determined to join his command in the field and 
so expressed himself to his nhrsician. who nositivelv re- 
fused to cive his permission, assurinsr him that he could be 
of no use in the lines and nredictins death as the penalty of 
the attempt. N^evertheless. althoucli too weak to ride on 
horseback, ho hired a carriage and had himself driven to 
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tlie lines, joining his brigade just as the hatth" of ('old Har- 
))()!• began, and rei>(>i'led to (Jen. <Ji-egg foj- duty. As lie was 
unable to walk (ien. (iregg ordered him to serve on liis staff, 
so that ii(! niiglit reuiain mounted. In tiiis manner lie sliared 
the fortunes of his brigade during the action, rendering val- 
uiibie services, but fainting three times upon the field, Init 
after the battle he was taken liack to his sick bed, in Kir;h- 
mond, to linger for weeks with typhoid fever. On July HO, 
18(52, although scarcely recovered, and still very feeble, he 
rejoined his regiment and commanded it at the battle of 
Cedar Kun, August !)th., and at Se<-ond Manassas, August 
L'Stli., 2J>th., and -'SOth., being severely wounded in the head 
on the last day. Narrowly escaping death from this wound, 
lie missed the Maryland cam|iaign. rejoining his brigade 
during the affair at Knicker's Oap, October 30th., after its 
return from Virginia. He was present for duty at the battle 
of Fredericksburg. I)ecend)er 1-!, 1S02, and rendered good 
servi<'(? in assisting in the rcj^ulse of the Federal attack on 
(Iregg's brigade, in which Gen. Gregg was killed. On Janu- 
ary 27. ISfiH, at camp, on Morse's Neck, he was seriously in- 
jured by a falling tree, and rendei-ed unfit for further action 
in field duty. Itejoining his command several times only to 
find himself physically disabled and unfit for duty, he saw 
the last actual engagement at Mine Kun, December. 18fi.3. 
and in March, 1S04, was transferred to the command of the 
camp of instructi(Hi at ^Madison, Florida, where he served 
until A])ril, 1805, when on his way to rejoin the Army of 
Northern Virginia, he heard of Lee's surrender. He sur- 
rendered himself on May 5th., following. In October, 1805, 
he resumed the practice of law, in copartnership with his 
father, in Charleston. In 1807, he organized the Survivors' 
Association of Charleston, and in 1809 succeeded Col. P. C. 
(iaillard in the presidency. He Avas also chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the ?!tate association in 1809, and as 
such commenced the work of recovering and collecting his- 
torical luaterials of the war. In 1870 he made a report to the 
meeting of the >^urvivors" Association at Columbia which 
forms the basis of all the information we now have of tiie 
troo])s of this t^tate in Confederate service. 

In 1880. Col. McCrady was elected to the House of Rep 
resentatives of South Carolina from Charleston County and 
was reelected in 1882, 1884. 1880, 1888. In 1882. he intro- 
duced and carried through the Legislature an Act to estab- 
lish a Confederate War Records bureau in The olTire of Ad- 
jutant and Insjjector (Jeneral for South Carolina and to 
vliis he presented all of the great number of records which 
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lie liad collt'cted. He also took an active part in the passing 
and peifeetiug of the raili-oad laws of tue Htate. the stock 
iaw. tile •"bill to prevent duelling", and introduced the reso- 
lution endorsing civil service reform. He wa& chairman of 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections and a member of 
the Judiciary and Kailroad committees. 

In 1882, he was appointed a major-general of South Caro- 
lina militia, and had much to do with bringing the militia 
of the coast region up ta a high state of efficiency. He took 
part professionally in all the political trials of the period, 
resulting from the Eeconstruction oppression, and raised 
the question as to the test oath to jurors, arguing that as 
"I^ebellion" was a crime in the eyes of the law, no one could 
be asked on his roir flire. after having been brought into 
<(iurt by jiubixTPna, whether he had been guilty of rebellion — 
a point ^\hich was subsequently sustained by the Supreme 
Court of the United States. He took an active part in the 
defense of the stockholders of the banks broken by the war, 
and juade. before the Supi-eme Court of the United States, 
an argument which is said to have gained the case for the 
stockholders. His services in these cases, and his argu- 
ments in the McKeegan and Davie will cases, with others, 
placed him in the front rank of the bar of the State. 

The political campaign of 1876, which resulted in the elec- 
tion of Cen. Wade Hampton as Governor and the complete 
transfer of the State to the hands of the white people of tlie 
State, — a campaign in which Col. McCradx rendered valu- 
able ser\iees — did not alter the relative numerical strengtlis 
of the t\\o races in the State. The negroes were still vastly 
in the mnioritv. and their rotnrr> tn pov.'cr, vrith all LliaL 
their government of the State implied, could only be pre- 
vented under the then existing election laws by the constant 
use of (juestionable and demoralizing metliods at the polls. 
A i-lioice ])etw<'en fi-iiud and violence was all that was left to 
the most conscientious white man, and the constant recur- 
rence of struggles to he decided by such means was endan- 
gering the political virtue of the purest and best wen in tho 
Slate. Besides, it was only a question of time, when such 
methods would involve the State with the General Govern- 
ment, and result in the loss of all the ground gained in 
187(>. Healizing this situation Col. McCrady instituted a 
fight to renifdy the evil. Tn 1870. he published a pniMjihIct "n 
"The llegisfration of Electors ", and thi.s he followed in 1880 
1)> his address before iM-skinc t'ollege. at l)ne ^^'est. on 
'•Tiu' \,.,-f.«vif.- nf ICdncation as the Hasis of Our Polilical 
SvsteuT" and in 1881 bv his essav on "The Xecessitv of Kais- 
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iiig tlio Stan(l:ir<] of Citizeiisliip. and tlie Kiglit of the <jeij- 
(1 al Assembly- to impose (jualififations upon J'jlwtors' , 
wiiifli was widely distributed throughout the State. Uav 
iiig thus pre])ared the public miud for the change, he. sub- 
mitted to the coniniittee appointed on this subject by th(! 
<.!eii('i-ai AsK(un)jly in 1S81, a draft of the "Kiglit liox J'ailot 
].;nv." After a long and bitterly contested light in tiie Leg- 
islature the bill was passed and became a law. This was the 
lii-st attempt at ballot reform in this section. It was the 
xirst step toward an educational qualification for voters, and 
the wisdom of (len. McCrady has been fully sustained by 
the fact that since the passage of his bill almost every tSoutli- 
ern Ktate has made education a constitutional requirement 
for voting, thus legally and properly disfranchising a great 
majority of the negroes of the Southern States. 

Soon after the reorganization of the South Carolina His- 
torical Society, in 1875, Col. McCrady was elected a member 
tliereof. On August G, 1883, he read before the Society a 
paper on "Education in South Carolina Prior to and during 
the Revolution", in which he conchisi\ ely provrd that -Tohn 
Uach McMaster had shown gross ignorance of the subject 
when he stated in his History of the People of the United 
i'tates, that in South Carolina "prior to 1730, no swch thing 
as a grammar school existed. Between 1731 and 1776 there 
were five. During the Revolution there were none." At the 
annual meeting, May 19, 1886, Gen. McCrady was elected a 
Curator of the Society ; was reelected in 1887 and 1888 and 
in 1889 was elected Second Vice-President. In 1893, he suc- 
ceeded Mr. .1. J. Pringle Smith as First Vice-President and 
on January 7, 1899. was elected President, succeeding Eev. 
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 1). D., LL.D.. deceased. 

Jn 1897, The MacMillan Company, of Isew York, published 
chc first of a series of four volumes on the history of South 
Carolina, ^\•hich proved to be the greatest achievement of 
i-,en. M(-Crad>'s life. They were: The History of flouth 
Carolina under the Proprietary Government, 1670-1719 
11897); The Hiftfory of South Carolina under the Royal 
Government, 1719-J776 (l>;9i>( ; The History of South Caro- 
lina in the Revolution. 1115-1180 (1901) ; and The History of 
Sovth Carolina in the Revolution. 1180-1183 (1902). 

On February 24, 1863. Col. McCrady was married, at 
Chester, S. C. to Mary Fraser Davie, daughter of Major 
.Vllen J. Davie, an officer of the War of 1812, and grand- 
daughter of ^lajor William R. Davie, a famous leader of 
^orth Carolina militia in the Revolution and subsequently 
a general in the United States Army, Minister to France, 
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and Goveiiiui- of Xoitii Caiolimi, who survives him. They 
had no childieu. 

At a called meeting of the Managing Board of the South 
Carolina Historical h>ociety, held at the room of the Society, 
(in \'\'ednesday afternoon, January 13th., at 5 o'clock, the 
following preamble and resolutions were unanimously 
adopted : 

AVhereas, Since the last regular meeting of this Society 
the death of its late President, EDWARD McCKADY, LL.D., 
D. C. L., has occurred, and marked one of the greatest per- 
sonal losses it has ever suffered. He was the fourth in suc- 
cession of our Presidents; had been a member of the Society 
for many years, and its I'resident for five years. 

Distinguished in the practice of Law, in legislative and 
military service above many of his contemporaries, he applied 
himself, at the close of a long and useful life, to the writing 
and publishing of "The History of South Carolina." This 
Mork, in four volumes, covers more than one hundred years, 
from the settlement of the Carolinas to the end of the Revo- 
lutionary War. Only one who has loved his native State, 
as he di4, could have felt the long neglect of her history, by 
lier own people, the slurs and slanders of alien authors, the 
richness and glory of her abundant and extraordinary re- 
cords. Only one fitted by education, patient and determined 
labor, by trained discrimination in evidence and judgment, 
could have carried through the painstaking examination 
into original authorities, that enabled him to complete a 
work of su(-h imperishable value. 

Others may give, as they have already given, unstinted 
praise to the author of this history; the people of South 
r'urolina, and other States, may unite in their encomiums; 
but the members of this Historical Society feel it to be their 
peculiar privilege to record their deepest obligation to the 
author, and their sorrow at his recent decease. 

May such an example as he has left us bear fruit abun- 
dantly in the coming years I May the men and women of our 
time and their children after them learn that it is not 
cjiough to be South Carolinians, or even to cherish their 
honored genealogies, but that their distinction should 
oblige them to do, as well as to be, to achieve, if they can, 
sometliing for the State as worthy of remembrance as the 
great work of our late President and much lamented friend. 

Therrfoue, by this meeting of the Managing Hoard of the 
South (^'aroliim Historical Society, duly convened, be it 
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RESOLVED : That tiie above Tribute to the memoiy aud 
wortliiuess of their late President be spread upon the Min- 
utes, aud that a blank page therein be inscribed to his houor. 

RESOLVED : That a copy of this Tribute and these Reso 
lutions be prepared by the Secretary and sent to the Widow 
of the deceased, with assurance of the Society's deep feeling 
f( r her in her bereavement and affliction. 



Henry Alexander DeSaussure, a member of the South 
{ !arolina Historical Society, died at his home in Charleston, 
S. C, on Sunday, JJovember 29, 1903, at noon, after an ill- 
ness of several weeks. 

He was- the eldest son of Gen. Wilmot G. and Martha 
\Gourdin) DeSaussure and was born in Charleston, August 
12, 1851. He was graduated from the College of Charleston 
in 1872 and almost immediately thereafter began the study 
of law. Admitted to the Bar in 1874, he became a partner 
with his father and the old law firm again became "DeSaus- 
sure & Sou", and so continued until the death of Gen. De- 
Saussure in 1886. In January, 1887, Mr. DeSaussure was 
appointed Assistant United States District Attorney under 
the Hon. LeRoy F. Youmans and Judge Simonton, and held 
tlie office until the close of President Cleveland's first admin- 
Lstration. In that posiliuu, as in his private practice, he 
gave the most careful study to cases, and worked with extra- 
ordinary assiduity and industry. 

Mr. DeSaussure from eai-ly manhood was devoted to Free 
Masonry. Hi^ was Past Master of Union Kilwinning Lodge, 
}so 4; Past Venerable Master of Delta Lodge of Perfection ; 
Past Wise Master of Buist Chapter, Mo. 1, Rose Croix, and 
o2-Degree Knight Commander of the C'ourt of Honor. 

When Charleston had to look to her citizen soldiery for 
jjrotection. Mr. DeSaussure was an entlrasiastic rtiilitiaman, 
and succeeded the late Capt. F. W. Dawson in command of 
the Washington Artillery. 

Sprung from di'--+iTi'."iiislir'd Huguenot ance.stry, Mr. De- 
Saussure inherited a keen interest in family annal.s. and wn.< 
one of the rrK^st accomplished and accnrate genealoiri^t^ in 
the South. He recognized the intimate connection of genea- 
oloirv witli history and hiograiihy. and his published re 
5 



